PRESS RELEASE

We would like to report to the public the atrocious behaviour
of the police of Adilabad towards us,

We went to Adilabad to attend the public meeting held
annually at Indravelli in gommemoration of the trivals killed
in police firing on 20 April 1981, The first two of us were
invited as sepakers and the other two attended the meeting as
part of theirI(SSR research projegt on tribal development. ¥we
reached Nirmal by 3,00 pym, of 2 April, made sure that the
poﬁ;tgp had given permission for the meeting, and rented a jcep
and proeceded towards Indravelli, Later we saw a xeroxyd sopy of
the permission letter issued by the Add}, Supdt, of Police to the
organisers of the meeting, Along with us in the jeep was a write
by name B, Sriramulu, who has been given the Kodavatiganati
Kutumba Rao award for his short stories,

>~ Throughout the way from Nirmal to Indravelli we saw_
armed poligemen stopping and Bearching-‘a*l vehjicles and
pulling down people whom they suspgcted Bf going to Indra-
velli, A}l RTC buses going past Indravelld was cancelled.
At Gudihathnur, where the road branches off towgpds Indra-
vell], the police had set yp a barrigade of stones angd
arrested anyone who took tge turning, Ouwr jeep Was also
stopped rudely and we wWere agcosted Sy two inspegtors (one
of them garrying a name plate with the name V,V, Narasinga
Rao), aesompanied by armed sonstables, We iden%ified‘ ourselves
and asked whether the publie meeting was eancelled in whieh
case We would go baek, But without Ristening to us, the
inspeetors pulled out our bags and started throwing our clothzs
and bocks on the road, When we asked them why they were doiug
so, they manhandled us and beat us with fistsy Suddenly one
inspector caught hold of us and said !you awe under arresi.’
We asked him under what segtion and he said 'Segya 151 Or. 1.C,
(Preventive Detention for hours), We were walking towards the
jeep but they pushed us and beat usy Even after we sat in the
- Jeep they continued to beat us with rifge buttsy  They nimed
loaded rifles at us and threatened to sho:t us,

We were taken to Adilabad police station and along with
the driver and clearner of the jeep and a friend of th-eirs
(totally 8 in number) were Yocked up in a dark and smslly
Lockgup, "The SI again told us that we were arrested under
Sucet151 Cr,P,C, and that we would be released the next day.

‘ Throughout the next day (21 April) they coatinuad to give us
the impression that we were under preventive detenticn and would
be released 'in half an houw' in one hour'! ete, At about 10 a.m,
they started.interrogating us one by oney. They tock our photogra.ns
and 4 sets of 14 finger and palm prints, as if we were rowdy-
sheeters, We insigted on meeting the S,P, of the district, but we
were not allowed the privilege We represented repeatedly co tha
91 Md, Satyanmarayana Rao that frofessor Mohanty had a reservatgon
by the next morning's flight fmom Hydemabad to Delhi, and that he
had to attend a UGC.sponsored seminar and 8o he may be released
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immediately but this plea fell on deaf ears,

-After giving us the impression throughout that there was no
.case-againsgt-us but only-preventive detention, suddenly at 9 p.n, .
of " 21et we-were put in.a thmrck and taken forty kms. to Utoer to be
‘produced _before a magistrdabe, Only then we lgarnt that we had
b.een charged under Sec., 506 IPC (Criminal intimidation)} and sec. 7
Criminal Law Amendment Ac¢t, the.charge against us being thct we nau
-threatened the people of Gudihatmur -that we would kill them il tugy
did not go to Indravelli and that we incited them to attack the
‘police and go to Indravelli, (This incredible charge, incidently,
. proves.that the police really prevented people from going %o .
“Indravelli.) The jeep driver, the cleaner, and their friemd
‘were’also implicated slong with us.in-the .cese, inspite of-our.-
Tepeated requests to the SI that they may be releassd.. We-can
~only presume thet they get eome_sadistic pleasure from such
totally arbitrary aetion.: , ; Ak

.. The next day,-at ‘the Court, the Police Prosecuting Cfficer
(PPY) did his best to prevent us from getting bail. He even
-qresStioned our elaim thak we were University teschers,.and
challenged us to prove the elaim. It was with great difficulty
“that.we couldobtain bail,

" This harrassment we were subjegpted to-is only part of what
“fhe police did to prevent the meeting, Though permigsion was
‘granted in writing for the meeting, the police got all the RTC
~buses cancelled, all the roads towards Indravelll barrieaded,

and all the forest routes blocked by rosting pickets. .The.
tribals who were coming to the mgeting were driven away., Wa.
have even heard of'a case where a group of about 100 tribals who
‘Were coming to the mesting were pushed. back.-by driving a jeep
into them, The organisier ¢f the meeting, Mr. Ganji Ram Rao was
grrested on 17th.at Indravelli, and later ihe S.P. invented the
filetion that he had been arrested. at Asifabad while foreibly
~eollecting funds, Two students, Megendra and Jayaram, who Were - -
-earrying a-plaque to be fixed on the monument Were algo arrested -
vand-taken into custody along with their jeep. - To this day their
‘whereabouts are not .known, Hundreds of tribals and youth wers
arrested, -We'do not know-how many of them are still in setuati. g,
since the 5+P, has acknowledged. only the arr@st of 60 persons.

-7 Weare-unable to understand why a memorizl neeting held 1a
nemory of martyred tribals should cause.sush unease to the T% te.
+that every year it adopbs such severely repressive neasurees to
“prevent it. " Hor are we able to..comprehend why the Stats shoall o
to such lenths.as fabrieation of totally absurd.cases, to prevuint:
intelleetuals and civil rights activiists.from attending and
addressing meetin-s of such.a nature. We severely condemn this
‘repressive activity of the State, demand that .all -the .arreated
YPersons should be immediately prodused in Cowrt, and hope that
-gtleast from the next year, the State will desist from-employi
“such methods to prevent the tribals annual . ing at In&ra?elﬁe
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